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Il. That there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor 
Counſel like that of the Lord e 
TCC a DRL GE & Þ 
III. That there is none of this with an ungodly 
* Fu 7 > , * * a 


w. That there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor 
II 3and I-10 
V. The Inference we have to draw from theſe Propoſi- 


tions; and this is, that we ought to take the Guidance of 
Sold in all our Counſels and Meaſures — 


i > 


|, I. Iam to ſhew that there 5+ Wiſdom, and Underſtanding 
|. ,  . and: Counſel among Men gives them by God. That there is 


Wiſdom, and Underſtanding among them, I have no Ap- 
3 Ende that any one here will deny, and therefore it is 
leſs neceſſary to inſiſt on the Invention of various and uſe- 
ful Arts, the forming of Goveraments, and the making of 
Laws, the waging of Wars, and the eſtabliſhing Treaties of 
Peace; by Which means the State of the World has been 
hitherto upheld in that tolerable Order in which. we find 
It at preſent, or read it to have been in the Years that are 
Þ +, paſt. This is ſo notorious a Truth, that it may very well 
de taken for granted, and ſo it ſhould be for me, were 
Mien as free to own their receiving their Wiſdom: and 
Counſel from God, as they are ready to boaſt that they 
| have it, and are undoubted Proprietors of it. 
hut this 1 fear is by no means ſo clear, as wonderful a 
|  _ Thing as it is, that Men ſhould think their Knowledge 
their own, when they cannot but ſee their Being is not. 
We are but of Yeſterday, and may loſe. our preſent State 
3 of Exiſtence to Morrow; nor can we find any thing in our 
1 ſelves that holds our Souls in Life, or keeps us from fal- 
1 ling. How. we grow in Stature is not perceiv'd by us, 
and our Growth in Wiſdom is as little underſtood. [iow 
. ,» , Philoſophical Men may give ſome imperfect Account of 
the · Progreſs of that Accretionor Extenſion, as they find in It 
Fact, by which our Bodies arrive at their Bulk; and fo they 
ma to0 of our gradual Increaſe in Nuowledge: But rhe 
! ESE \ __ Foundation 
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provements are — mp 5 5 quite out of their reach. And 
rf this is ſufficient to ſhew how little Title we have to that 
Knowledge which we reckon our on, and how ſtrange an 
Attempt it is for any Man to go about to reaſon himſelf out 
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of the Belief of that infinitely Wiſe and Glorious Being, + | 


to whom he owes all the Reaſon he has. 
r So little are Men able to do without God, that we find 


the things the moſt within Human Capacity claim'd b _ 1 


as his peculiar Gift. He told Moſes, That he had filled 
- leel wich the Spirit of God, in Wiſdom, and in Underſtanding 
f iN and in Knowlegge, and i "al manner of IWorkmanſhip to 8 
canning Works, 2 work in Gold, and 7 in Silver, and in Braſs, 
Ed. 31. 3 
4, "And 2% by enter was ſo ſenſible of bis Inability to de- 
is liver or govern that People to whom God had ſent him; 
>= that he at firſt carried his Diffidence too far, and would 
is | hardly undertake it even at God's own Appointment, for 
e- his want of Eloquence, and ſugh like Infirmities: But 
of | what ſays the anſwer of God to him? bo bath made Man's 
of | Mouth, or who maketh the Dumb, or Deaf, or the Seeing, or 
en ill the Blind, have not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will 
ad he with rby Mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay,” Exod. 4. 
re 11, 12. A eeably to this doth Solomon in other of his 
ell Proverbs confeſs, That tbe 1 75 Ear, and the ſeeing Eye, 
re I the Lord bath made even both of The Lord, ſays he, 
nd givech Wiſdom, out of his Mouth 2 Knowledge ond Under 
ey /fanding, Prov, 20. 12. 2,6. It was in the Belief of this 
I that he prayed unto the Lord and ſaid, Give thy Servant 
an Underſtanding Heart to judge t by People, ho I may diſcern 
between Good and Bad, for who 1 As to judge thus thy ſo great 
People ? 1 Kings 3. 9. Aud his Prayer 1 eaſed the Lord, 
that he gave him a Wiſe and an Underftandin Heart. 
Thus alſo among the hard Queſtions which op puts to 
l, to convince him of his Ignorance, and of God's in- 
f ite Knowledge and Power, he asks, Who bath put Wiſe 
in the inward Parts, or who bath given Underſtanding to 
he Heert, Job 38. 36, 32.8. And Elibu tells Fob in ano- 
her Place, That there is 8 +4 in Man, * 15 ie 
f the e givetb ben ee. 0 
An 
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7 b we Ind: as ; folly 1 


aged in the Writings 
ok thoſe who had no other Light; that we. know of, thatl 
5 of Nature, as in the Scriptures chemſelyes. * 
ally (a) thought it impoſſible for Art himpdet to imitate 
ke otions of the Heavens in his Artificial Sphere, with- 
. out a Wit and, Spirit that had ſomething Divine, as it 
Was for the Motions of the Heavens themſelves to be what 
they are; without the Being of God. And that Philoſo- 
55 which he extols, as teaching piety towards God, oa 
and Juſtice among Men for the Good of Human Society, oo 
he calls, after Plato, the Gift of God, () and the greateſt th 
and beſt that ever was given: And. in another Place he ch 
firms, That Underſtanding, Frudenee, Virtue, Falth- 
Ef and Concord, came to Men from above? 

(e Plato after whom Cicero profeſſes jo write in th Mat- 
ters, ſpeaks of Wiſdom every where'as e 
God; of Socrates, not 1 Wiſe, but a Lover of Wiſtlorh, 
and Cnſible of his own 1 notance; (4) of the Impoſſibi- 
lity of attaining Knowledge Without. the Concurrence of 
God; (e) and the Story he makes Protagoræ tell (F) of 
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| 0 Na cum Arctimedes 13 Solis qui = errantivem nin in 
% em igavit, effetit idem quod ille qui in Timeo Mundum zdificas 
vit Platonis Deus, i 25 tarditate i celeritate dificilimvs motus una regeret 
converſio: Quad, fi in hoc mundo fferi ine Deo non poteſt, ne fi 
Sphæra quidem eoſdem motus Archimedes dne divino inge nie pornifſe 
imirari. Tuſc. Qu. lib. 1. 25+ E 

(60 Philoſophia vero omnium mater artium quideſt ail, ut 
Plato ait donum, ut ego, inventum Deor He nos primum ad il. 
Jorum cultum deinde ad jus hominum quod tum eftin generis humani 
ſocietate, tum ad -modeftiam magnitudinemq; animi 4 ivit. ib. 26. 


(e) Ex quo inteligitur prudentiam quod; & mentenuadits ad homi- 


nes pervenifle —- quod ſi in eſt in homi re mens, ſides virtus. 
concordia 3 unde hæc in terras, nifi: - ken dee Potuerunt de 
nat. Deor. lib. 2 31. 
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2 for the good Order of Civil 
7 Society, ſufficiently ſneo what the Opinion of the Anci- 
* ents was as to the Sprint and Fountain of Wiſdom, 


5 It would not be e Difficult as Tedious to produce ma- 


+ ny more Authorities for this Purpoſe; what has been ur- 


with the Declaration of the Scriptures, That it cometh 
from God. And I have inſiſted the longer on this firſt 
Propoſition, becauſe it is the Foundation of the Ius of 
thoſe which come to be conſidered i in their Order. 95 


t⸗ Undo Pending g, vor Counſel like that of the Lord: And this is 
o an immediate Conſequence of the Former from the very 


a. || Nature of the thing; it being impoſſible that there ſhould 


j- be any - Compariſon between that Wiſdom and Power 


of || which is diſtributed to Men with ſo much Variety, and 5 
of under fuch great and plain Limitations, and that Wiſdom 
in | which formed theſe and all other Intelligent Beings, and 


gave them their Powers, and ſet them their Bounds : And 
he whois not throughly Conſcious of this, knoweth no- 
thing yet as he ought to know. 

Wo was very ſeaſible of it when he encouraged Jabua 


rſue the Advantages he had gotten over his Enemies, 


ſaid to the Lord, O Lord God thow baſh: begun to ſbeu thy 


Servant th  Grearmſs and thy mighty Hand; for what God % 


there in Heaven or in Earth, that can do aceordeng 40:thy Warks, 
and according to thy Might 2 Joſh: 3. 24. David makes the 
ſame Confeſſion in ſeveral Pſalms, the Gods there 
none like unto tbee, O Lord, neirba' ave therk amy Works like un- 


to thy Works 24 for thaw ar: grevt and deſt wondrqws things, thou 


art Gad alone e eee Ar germs be « d uno the 
754 Wee the Sons of the Mighty can belikened unto 
the Lord ng ts « Tabs 36H thy Hand, and 


1 js . Right Hand. 
1 4 


Wm Paw 8. 8, 10. 89. 6, 13, 14. thetefore had 


8 Aide of the Book. of Wiſdom 8 nnn 
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we are 
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ged isabundantly enough to ſhew, That the Judgment of ß 
5. all the Men that have been famed for Wiſdom, concurs 


„. The next of theſe i is, That thee wn Wilton, nor 


Ws and Fudgment eee, 
3 e ore hy Face. 


2 © 
1 
”- = 
8 * == 
Lo + "4 


* 
ä—— 2 
- — —— — 


— 


8 3 ; 
» . 8 
« Eo Fo BP ory 2 2 3 
„ v NS: r 
2 „ 5 a 8 er CY PO I. 2 2 2 
. rr Co a dt Bo — — 
— Ae ALE - RAIN MEE 
- 


. — hy Sm, 3 


eee — * en ee 


Se a: non . Hab 2 


— ( * . 


vorant of God, 3 
not out of i be good things that are ſeen know him ahat is ; net 


4 
* _ = 
9 - N 
8. 82 : - 
* e 


- ther by conſudering the Works did they acknowledge the Work: 


taſter '; who if they were hw tes at their Power and Virtue, 
Muld owe! underftord by the much mightier be 2/45 that 
made tbem, Wiſd. 13. 1, 4. 

Of this judgment was ee * in the Place Above ag 
tioned, who concluded, That if there was Counſel, 
| Underſtanding, and Prudence among Men, it was neceſſa- 
ry that the Gods ſhould have theſe in greater perfection; 

and not only have them, but alſo employ them 1 in che beſt 
and moſt excellent things. 

And there is a very conſi derable Difference between 
Earthly and Heavenly Wiſdom ; that though all kind of 
Wiſdom is the Gift of God, as the Author of all .things ; 
yer the different Uſes made by Men of their Natural Abi: 
lities are ſo great, as to alter the Nature even of the A- 
'bilities themſelves, and turn Noble Talents into Inſtru- 
ments of Folly and Madneſs: For to ſuch Meanneſs will 

the higheſt Faculties degenerate and ſink, if they are not 
employed to the Honour of him that beſtowed them, and 
the true Good of him to whom they are given: There be- 
10g, as Iam in the next Place to ſhew, «0G 


III. No Tr i Mom, nor Nan nor „ cant with 
#7 Ungodly Man. And as ridiculous as the Men of Wit and 
Wickedneſs may think this Aſſertion; 3 there is not only in 
Morals nothing more plain, but even in the Mat hematicks 
nothing more certain: For it begs nothing but the Suppo- 
ſition ot a Wiſe Being above us, which whoever denies in 
this Age of Knowledge, cannot fail of being a Sceptick 
in every thing elſe. There are no Demonſtrations in 
Mathematics thought more ſtrong, than thoſe that con- 
clude from the Abſurdity of affirming the contrary; and 
. rothing, 1 I think, can be conceived more r er to 
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The Honfe of Commons. 
—v —— —äb ê——6d — — — 4 
dil fuppoſe' that Wiſdom, and Kaowledge, and  Connſel' / "Fi 
ei- ſhould be in Men, without being in any thing elſe ſuperior | 
Ito them. And if they derive chem from ſomething elſe, 
15 

at 


2» 
x 


that has in them a much greater Degree, they cannot 
poſlibly be the- better for having them, unleſs they uſe 
them as that Superior Wiſdom directts. 
n- - Men may ſhine hy quickneſs of Parts among thoſe that 
nd look no farther into the Nature and End of Things than 
Ta- themſelves, and ſurprize others by a ſingular Vivacity ß 
n; | Spirit, without attaining, even among their Admirers, de 
eſt Character of Wiſdom: For as fooliſhly as we many times ⁵ 
a2, we are not ſo weak as to reckon Men Wiſe, for barely Ji 
| 


en | having the good fortune to pleaſe, or being able to enter- 
of tain. their Acquaintance with agreeable Mirth. - Wiſdom 
s ; is, in the Opinion of all Men, ſomething more ſolid tan 
bi- this ; and muſt doubtleſs conſiſt in the diſcreet Uſe of te 
A- propereſt Means for attaining the beſt and moſt deſirable JF} 
ru- End: But how ſhould they fall into this Excellent Methol 
vill 8 and Practice, who conſult only with themſelves and the 
not | World, and take not God for their Light aud their Guide? 
nd How do ye ſay, ſaith the Prophet Jeremy to the es, How 
be- do ye ſay, we are Wiſe, and the Law of. the Lord is with s? 
I., certainly in vain made be it, the Pen of the Scribes is in vain, | 
the Wiſe Men are aſhamed,they- are diſmayed and taken; Lo, they | 
have rejected the Mord of the Lord, and what Wiſdom'io in 
them ? Jer. 8. 8, 9. The Scriptures do ſa conſtantly join 
Wiſdom and the Fear of the Lord, and Sin and Fally toge- 
ther, that it is perfectly needleſs to cite particular Places. 
The Fear of the Lord is the very Beginning of Wiſdom, and a good © 
Vnderſt anding have all they. that do thereafter ; the Praile of t 
endureth for ever, Pal. 111.10. But and If a Man, ſays the 
Author of the Book of Wiſdum, be never ſo perfect among the. 
Children of Men, yet if this Wiſdom be not with him, be ſhall be 
Jothing regarded, CHE ao. oi 
The Heathen Moraliſts have all the ſame Notion of this, | 
and make their Wiſe and Good Man, as in- eparable, as the 4 
— || Scripture. deſcribes them Tulh ſays, That the two chief 
Deos things in Philoſophy are, a Judgmentot what is True, and Yi 
diſcerning the Meaſures of Good; and that he caguot be 
Wile, who' is either ignorant of the Beginning of Kabw- Þ 
> WS, | SE | „ ledge, | 
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.*therwiſe, but that our Happineſs muſt depend on him 
whom our Being depends? And that conſequently we can 
no more be Wiſe than Happy in ſuch a Conduct as ſets us 


Paſſions which difturb themſelves and the Woridꝰ Thoſe 
Men have provided Reſtraints as ineffectual as they too com. 


Wealth or Strength is abuſed, and does not tend to ſecure 


as he has preſeribed; where they are otherwiſe uſed, they 


ain the Lord. lt muſt needs be Folly to attempt any ching 


I Ftenim duo effe hæc maxima in Philoſophia, judicium veri, & fi- 


niendum ſit neſciat. Hæc autem habere dubia, neque his ita confide- 
re, ut moveri non poſſint, abhorrere adapientia plurimum 
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Deſire +; and he has fufficiently 


ſes us moſt to conſider God is the beſt, and That the worſt 
which does moſt interfere with it; And how ſhould it be o- 


at the greateſt Diſtance and Separation from him. For 
how ſhould Wiſdom be found where Men give way tothoſe 


Paſſions for which all the Laws of God, and Nature, and 


monly prove. What Wiſdom is there in heaping up 
Riches, or increaſing of Power, as long as either that 


the Quiet and Peace of thoſe that enjoy it, or promote the 
Good of thoſe that are deſtitute of it? And it is certain, 
that none of theſe outward Advantages have this 1 5 
but when they are poſſeſſed in the Fear of God, and iſe 


erdigarily provoke God to take them away, and punifh 
the Abuſers of his Gifts; nor can they ever promiſe chem. 
ſelyes the Continuance of them. For as we are next to 
confider, —_ e Ms, e e eee 
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IV. Tbere is, no Wiſdom, wor Duden larding, por Ceanſil 
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ſometimes attend them; becauſe this was to be expeg: 
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t to ted where they had ſo little Light to direct them in the 


true Worſhip of God; and it does not at all take off 
from the Senſe which theſe Inſtances plainly ſnew they 
had of that Providence which governs the World. And 
that Account which we have in the Sacred Hiftory of the 
fraction of Abab, when he went up againſt Ramoth 
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wht is here obſerved in the Roman Story, is agreeable ta 
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and a Wander , far tbe Wiſdom ef their Wiſe Mes ſhall periſh, 
and the Underſtanding 'of their Pradent Men ſhall be bid: Wo 
mo them that ſeek pk to bide their Counſel-from the Lord, and 
tber Works are inthe. I ; and they ſay, who ſeat. us, and who 
Amer ws ? Sureh Jour turning of bing: upſide down. ſhall be 
emed a the. Potter's Clay; for ſhall i be Work ſay of bim that 
medi it, be made me not; or ſhall the Thing. framed ſay of. bim 
the: framed it, he bad wo Underſtanding, If. 29. 14. He goes on 
in that Place threatning to teach them another Leſſon than 
this; and St. Pauls repeating this Doctrine to the Corin- 
 thians, x Cor. 1. 19. ſhews, That it is ſtill God's Method 
of dealing with Proud and Irreligious Men. It may not 
poſfibiy be always obſerved under every Provocation he 
meets with, good Ends of Providence being often promo- 


tte by his permitting the Wicked to proſper for « Se Seaſon 
and a Time; but he may with ſo much Juſtice: pro- 


| cred to chaſtiſe them, that we bave always Caulots "pare? 
| bend he will do it. 
He maketh the Devices of People. 10 be of none Efect, end 


Reaſon to convince us that he intereſts himſelf i in 0 
5 Tranſactions of Men, -and takes Care af the World. 


| Let us therefore proceed in the Laſt Place to * | 
| the Inference we have to draw n cheſe eee 3 


4 EY.» 


V. That we 1 to La the Ge of 6˙⁴ Faye our 
Connfels and Meaſures; Becauſe, as- the latter Word do 
alſo enforce it, 7be Horſe is prepared againſt the Day Butel, 
| but Safety (or Victory) is of the Lord. Men may, out ol t 
Ability that God has given them, do a great deal towards 
their own Preſervation, and ought therefore to de ſo ; 


but their effeAual Security is, after all, from the Bleling 


of God: They may and ought to Plant and Hater, 
. but it in God alone that can give the Increaſe. It is in this Re- 
ſpe che ſame in Political, as in Religious Affairs; in 
which tis almoſt equal preſumption to expect to hake 
22 * * without — or without our Edea- 

vors; 5 
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| 75 ont the Counſel of Princes, PL. 33. 10. often enough a 
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romrs; we muſt de all char is in our Power, ad use 
humbly beſeech him to proſper the Work of our Hands. 
or tho no King can be ſaved barely by the Maltitulle of “ Ji 
Hoſt nor amy mighty Man be delivered by much Strength; /s 3 | 
16, and though it was moſt Irreligious and Abſurd, what is If 
reported of à late General in France, his asking;-oaly- 4 
he Odds of Ten Thouſand Men, and leaving God. to 

ake: which Side he:pleaſed 3 yet, humanly ſpeaking,. no 
King can be ſaved without an Hoſt ſome way proportion= 

ed to the Hoſt of his Enemy, nor any Man be delivered 

without a competent Strength. Ver King, faith our Sa- 
viour, going to War agginf another King, ſitteth not down 

firſt, and conſulteth, wh 
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1G co ther he be able with Tan Thouſand. te -; 

meet him that cometh againſt bim with Twenty Thouſand ? Luke 
„ n | TIO Tr A ant a wa # i 

14. 31. Multitudes tadeed: have been ſeizd with unac- 105 


countable Fears, and . Five. may chaſe 4 Hundred, and a ñ 
if God be pleaſed to order it ſo, as he has formerly done; 
but theſe are Wonders not to be looked for every Dax. 
It is very true, That except the Lord keepthe City, the Warch= © I 
man. waketh but in vain, F. 127. 1. tis alſo as true, that 
we have no Ground to expect God will keep it, if the - Ji 


Watchman wakes not at all. 


by . 


er We are therefore, no doubt, to uſe our utmoſt Endea- | 
3 vours; and the tender Care of Her Majeſty, and the Wi- 

dom and Diſpatch of this United Parliament in what, Jt 

bas been before them, has gone a great way in this Work, | 
wr We may ſay the Horſe is in good meaſure prepared, hut 
o I ſtill our Safety and Victory muſt be from God. It would 44 
/, if be ſtrange if we who call our ſelves Chriſtians ſhould que- ] 
e If ſtion this which the Heathens ſo fully allowed. = 
ls It is for this Reaſon we are aſſembled this Day to im- 
3 
8 
T's 


Plore his Bleſſing upon Her Majeſty's Counſels, Her Fleets, -J9 
and Armies, and the Preparations of all Her Allies; and If 
the only way I know to obtain it, is to regulate our Con- If 
duct according to the Import of thoſe. Propoſitions that 
n have been conſidered. .. yo er | Ab 
Since then that Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, and Coun- 388 
1 || {el which is among Men, is given them by God, ler tem 
always remember, That ir i ane Part ef W:/dom to —_ "8 
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N wh 65 + it is, - am. 1. 1. 5. An W eue "the ons | 
And Perfect it: Let them uſe ic with that Modeſty and 

_ |  Hutuillity that becomes them, in a thingſo committed . 
3 2 and wot boaf Feed, they bad 27 . N ir, 1 Cor., 
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| . is re I of 1 sec 
I = ies yi Wiſdom like his. Let us never exalt on 
EE  felves above the Knowledge of God, nor queſtion hi 
EE ' Wiſdominthe ordering Human Affairs for any TE 
dr Intricacy that may to us at any time ſeem to be 
- them; But as there have many Occurrences already appear 
dd to us to have been better diſpoſed chan we _ ſhould Hav 
contrived them; ſv let us believe, That all the reſt which 
may have any Veil at preſent upon them, will prove 
tlear and juſt as thoſe in the Iſſte of chings. It is nf * 
var ways that are ſo wnequal,Ezek. 18. 25, and which make u 
| ſuch incompetent Judges of his Proceedings and WY | 
13 Did we love God 855 keep his Commandments, 
| oe would giye Light to, our Eyes, and we ſhould 
a dmire the wondrous things of his Judgments and 885 
} $ 2 For thoſe t hat are Meek will be ide mn dyment, and lac 
, rk ar re Gentle, rhem ſhall be leurn hi way, PI. 25. 9. 
1.8 But fince there is none of this Wiſdom, and Counſe 
with an ungodly Man, let our firſt care be to remaye thi 
[I  ObſtruQion; this is the great End of dur prefent Homilia 
Sion, and unleks it be in ſome Meaſure: attain'd, we have 
— little Reaſon to hope for the Fruit of any other Endes 
- yours. If we regard niquity in our Hearte.tbe Lord will wot bea 
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5, PC. 66. 18. That bitter Root will run among, and po 
| all Conſultations, and blaſt all the moſt hope Defigns 
._  "Tho' it has pleaſed God, notwithſtanding the Vice and | 
Irreligion, that like a Peſtlence,which it roo july deſerve 
no rages among us, to lend us, in the cour this War 
manyſi gnal and glorious Viaories, thro” the upright and 
- prudent Adminiſtration of that Publick Revenue which. has 
deen ſo chearfully given, and the Wiſe and Valiant Con] 
n e Arms: Now tho to the | of. 
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W ar, Io bas Sracioully ded _ great and — lf 4 | 
and every OS growing Adv apta +: the Union of two - A | 
. Ancieut, and Wife, and powerful Nations, 1 1 1 
ty Kingdom of Great Bricarm 3 pet for all this we Should 
make a very unjuſt, and dangerous. Inference, if we con- 
cluded from thence that our Sins could do us no manner 86 | 
hut. We have reaſon to aſcribe the Bleſſings we have 4 f 
- hitherto received, to the Goodneſs. of that Religion, and 
the juſtneſs of that Liberty for which we contend: Not 
but that theſe Bleſſings have been mixed with ſo many ſe— 
Sble Chaſtiſements, eſpecially of late; as one would think - - D-, 
and be abundantly enough to move us to that, Repen- 
tance; to which the Goodneſs of God has not bitherto led 
us; and we have no reaſon to fear, that if we are nt | 
| 1 by that Correfim , wherein be has, as it were, but 1 
2 tallied with , wee feet a  Fudgment wortly of Gods, Wi Fi 
Side therefore, according to the laſt Propoſi ;tion, tee Re 
ir Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againf the Lord 5 | i 
det ui never enter into Meaſures that carry the leat 
Oppoſition to him; but let us do all that we can to have F |} 
bim with us, in all that we do. We have not indeed thoſe 
Ways of conſulting him left us, which he afforded the —*4 1} 
Jen; but we have the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of our + 
Cauſe to encourage us to hope it is what God does 
proye. And if we take care to promote it with thoſe 7 
lick views of Concera for his Honour, the Safety of the 
$ Queen, the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the 
Good of our Country, and the Welfare of that part f f 
Mankind with which we have todo; we may- lay What J | 
Judas Maccabers did, to encourage his Brethren againſt the | 
Armies of Syria, The Vidory of Battel ftandeth not in the 
Mulkitude of an Feſt, but Strength that comerh frem 2 b 4 
ITley come agairſt us in much Pride and Iniquity, i = 
on Kivi, «nd Children, and to [foil us; but we fight for ar E 
Lives and Lows, 1 Macc. 3. 19, 20, 21. And God grant - 
the Eſſect may be now as it was then, when Seren and bis 
Hu were overthrown before bim. 1 
And what may we not with Submiſſion an for, "who! A 
+. a a e 0 . to G od, n for 
5 be 
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16 — 9 Prewh, 7 2 Ke. "Mi 
.3F the Preſervation of a Liberty fo Juſt and "Beneficial? to 
=. Mev, if we take due Care to incline God to favour this 
= - Cauſe in our Hands, by living ſuitably-ro our Holy Profeſ- 
ſion, and carrying always an honeſt Regard to that Publick 
Good, which we would be thought to purſue. 
If we go on, in our feveral Stations, to diſcountenance 4 


and puniſh, as far. as juſtly we may, all bold Deriders, | 
f and licentions Prophaners of our Holy Religion, as has, 
do the great Advantage of this Honourable Aſſembly, 
I lately been done; if to this we proceed to make the beſt 
= "Proviſion we can againſt the Enemies of our preſent Happy 
Etſtabliſhment, and beſeech God to bleſs all theſe Eüdes. 
vours, we may humbly believe he will take this Matter, 
thus duly committed unto him, into his own pri Foo | 
lead us through all the Changes and Chances of this Mor- 

tal Life, to the never failing Joys and Glories: of that 

BY which is to come: Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
for the Sake of his Son Chriſt Jeſus-; to whom, with the 
EF. Father and the Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all ijdom, and Underſtanding, and Counſel, and * | 
and Power, now and for ever. nen 1 | 
434 57 
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